
Well, itôs has been an exciting and challenging year.  

Firstly, in February we moved into our new home, the 
Bankstown Arts Centre. This is still an ongoing operation in 
the wardrobe department.  

With less space than we had before, Tony Attard, Betty 
Cairncross and Lynne Beach have been culling and finding 
space for all the hundreds of costumes we still have. They 
are to be thanked for all their continuing efforts as well as 
making and co-ordinating costumes for each of the 
productions we have performed this year.  

They have been ably assisted by Arthur Pickering who 
designed and made many of the costumes for our pantomime 
óAladdinô.  

Our first production ñThe 
Goodbye Girlò was a 

learning experience in the 
new venue. How to make 

it work for us!  There 
were many teething 

problems and weôre still 
learning with each show 

but there are many 
advantages with the 

theatre being air-conditioned, 
having a hearing loop and 

entering by a lovely new foyer 

with a lift for patrons to get to the theatre level if required.  

 

 

We staged three productions in 2011:  

The NSW premiere of ó The Goodbye Girlô, a musical based 
on the movie with book by Neil Simon and music by Marvin 

Hamlish  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our first play for many years was óHotel Sorrentoô, an Award 
winning Australian play by Hannie Rayson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

óAladdinô, our last production for the year was a show for the 
children (as well as adults , of course). An original pantomime 
conceived, written and directed by Arthur Pickering. 

 

Ashley Reid, Michael  Lewis and 

Katie Young in a scene from òThe 

Goodbye Girló 

2011 in Revue 

Maya Sempien, Ashley Reid and  

Ainsley Ford  
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Michele Lansdown 

and Ashley Reid  

Vince Cairncross   

Ben Bennett and Janet  

Cairncross  

Catherine Simpson,  

Pauline Gardner,  

Ben Bennett, Melissa Goman, 

Simon Fry,  

Christopher Griffith and  

Janet Cairncross 

David Chor and Kate Selsby  

Christopher Griffith and  

Simon Fry 

The Children from the Ann-

Maree School of Dance 

Rebecca 

McGovern 



Music and lyrics by Jerry 
Herman,  Jerryôs Girls is a 
celebratory two-hour musical 
entertainment of glamour, 
optimism, love, melody, and 
women. 

More that most songwriters, 
Jerry Herman has put the 
ólarger-than-lifeô women of 
his shows centre stage. 
Thereôs Dolly Levi of Hello,  
 

Dolly, Auntie Mame of 
Mame, Countess Aurelia of 
Dear World, Mabel Normand 
of Mack and Mabel and 
female impersonator ZaZa of 
La Cage Aux Folles.   
 

So itôs fitting that in Jerryôs 
Girls there are women 
centre stage once again.  
 

A show for all ages, Jerryôs  
 

Girls brings a mixture of 
show-stoppers, ballads and 
comedy songs in this highly 
acclaimed off-Broadway hit 
and will be performed by 
some of your favourite BTC 
ógirlsô. 
 

Jerryôs Girls will be directed 
and choreographed by 
Edward Rooke and musical 
direction by Greg Crease.  

eccentric Roy, he attempts 
to assemble a cast from the 
motley group of inmates; 
from the quietly obsessive 
Ruth to the piano playing 
Zac and the pyromaniac  
Doug with a fondness for 
burning cats.  
Cosi barrels along at a 
strapping pace, by turns 
riotous and poignant, acerbic 
and uplifting.  It exudes 
exuberance and energy, and 
is replete with rousing, rip-

In this classic Australian 
comedy by Louis Nowra, 
university student, Lewis is 
faced with unique and often 
hilarious challenges when he 
agrees to direct a show 
starring the inmates of a 
Melbourne psychiatric unit. 
Despite his vision of a 
modestly simple production , 
Lewis finds himself at the 
helm of Mozartôs grand 
opera ôCosi Fan Tutti. 
Guided by the lively and 

roaring humour. It is at once 
a warm and vigorous 
Australian comedy, and a 
sensitive examination of 
love, lies and infidelity.  
 

In the world of theatre, 
sometimes it pays to be a 
little insane.  
 

Frances Gates, who has 
appeared in many shows for 
our company steps into the  
directorôs role for this 
production.  

Jerryõs Girls ñ March/April 

SeussicalÊ Jr ñ June 
Hat, Gertrude McFuzz, Lazy 
Mayzie and a little boy with a 
big  imagination--Jojo. "Oh, 
the Thinks You Can Think" 
captures the show's spirit of 
imagination, as the colorful 
characters transport us from 
the Jungle of Nool to the 
Circus McGurkus to the 
invisible world of the Whos.  
 

SeussicalÊJr will be  
performed by the Bankstown 

Theatre Company Youth 
Group, an exciting new 
opportunity for young 
performers, aged between 
12 and 18, in the Bankstown 
area. Direction and musical 
direction will be by Christine 
Firkin and choreography by 
Edward Rooke.  
 

Look out for auditions early 
March.  
 

A delight for young actors to 
perform, SeussicalÊ Jr is 
now one of the most 
presented shows. In this 
fantastical, magical, musical 
extravaganza, Tony winners 
Lynn Ahrens and Stephen 
Flaherty have lovingly 
brought to life all of our 
f a v o r i t e  D r .  S e u s s 
characters, including Horton 
the Elephant, The Cat in the 

Page 2 

Jerry Herman with two his 

most famous ôgirlsõ, Angela 

Lansbury  and Carol Channing 

Hash Honey is based on the 
Bryce Courtney novel 
óSmokey Joes Caf®ô.  

BTC is thrilled to perform the 
first community theatre 
production of the Australian 
musical Hash Honey . Set 
a g a i n s t  t h e  f a c t u a l 
background of the 1970ôs 
political unrest in Australia,  
Hash Honey is an 
intoxicating mix of mateship, 

humour and original music. 

Co-writ ten by Lorrae 
D esm on d a nd  G a e l 
Ballantyne, with original 
music by Charlie Hull, 
Martine DeCock and Doug 
Parkinson, Hash Honey tells 
the story of a group of 
Vietnam Vets who reunite in 
a race against time to save a 
sick child. Reluctantly they 
join forces with two strong 
women and are swept into a 
world of  politics and the 
social set.  What started out 

as an act of love for a mate 
accelerates into a fight 
against injustice.  
 

BTC is fortunate to have the 
services of Gael Ballantyne, 
one of the writers, to direct  
this exciting and new 
production.        
 

Hash Honey will be 
performed in the lead up to 
Vietnam Vets Day           

Hash Honey ñ August  

óFrom the start it has 

been the theatreôs 

business to entertain 

people...it needs no 

other passport than 

funô 

BERTOLT BRECHT 

David Wenham as Doug in the 

play ôCosiõ. 

2012 Productions  

Cosi ñ November 



The first time we all met Dino 
was at a barbecue when Ann 
brought along this ónewô 
friend.  She som ehow 
managed to talk Dino into 
going into the shows., his 
first being My Fair Lady in 
1993. From then Dino 
b ec a m e a  p a r t  o f 
Bankstown. He was the first 
to laugh at his ability as a 
dancer and mover and he 
coined a special name for 
the group that had a hard 
time learning dance stepsð
the DER group.  

Dino kept right on going up 
to the last.  Only a few 

weeks before he died he 
appeared in óThe Goodbye 
Girlô, although he was 
suffering badly at the time. 
Nothing could stop him 
getting on that stage!  

Dino lived life to the full and  
was a great husband and 
father. Ann said that many 
women asked jokingly if Dino 
had a brother as he made 
Annôs lunches, breakfasts, 
and did the washing, ironing 
and cleaning as well as 
doing the garden. Dino was 
particularly passionate about 
his garden. 

Even in his last few weeks 

he organized the garden to 
be tidied and arranged his 
own funeral so that it would 
not all fall on Ann when he 
was gone.   

Dino will always be 
remembered by BTC for his 
amazing laugh. We will all 
miss that laugh.  

Thanks to all those people who helped on Clean up 
Day at Georges Hall .  It was a great day and so much 
was accomplished. We got rid of 2 skip 
loads of óstuffô. Those who missed out, 
donôt worry thereôll be another day 
coming up very soon in January or early 
February and youôll have the chance to 
join in the fun.  

Our aim is to hire another skip, and a 
ute and clean out the verandah at 

Georges Hall. Those properties that are to be kept at the Art Centre will be 
transferred on that day. Weôll keep you posted when all this is happening.  

So if youôre free on that day, we could do with your help! 

Vale Dino Pantel 

Georges Hall Clean Up  

Spotlight on Edward Rooke ñ Director and Choreographer 

for Jerryõs Girls 

director and choreographer 
for Jerryôs Girls His diverse 
choreographic credits cover 
everything from corporate 
ev en t s  f o r  C om pa q 
Computers (featuring 150 
performers), NBL half-time 
entertainment, Segaworld, 
Hairexpo, Hanna Barbera 
Childrenôs shows to 
musicals. He has taught 
workshops and seminars for 
NIDA, The Institute of Music, 
C A S P A  a n d  B a l l e t 
Australasia. His professional 

credits as a dancer include 
national tours of Anything 
Goes, The Wizard of Oz and 
42nd Street.  

BTC has been very fortunate 
i n  h a v i n g  E d w a r d 
choreograph  many of our 
productions including Dusty, 
A Chorus Line, Sweet 
Charity,  Pippin, La Cage 
Aux Folles, and Chicago. He 
also appeared as well as 
choreographing in A Chorus 
Line (Gregory Gardiner) and 
La Cage Aux Folles (Hanna). 

A l t h o u g h  h e  h a s 
choreographed many shows  
for BTC, Edward takes on 
his first production as 
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Dino with his wife Ann, in 

The Goodbye Girl.  

Members relax during a sausage sizzle 

lunch on Clean Up Day at Georges Hall 

óôI think thereôs 

nothing like live 

theatre. Everyone 

wants to be part of it. 

So why not try it.ò  

JOEL GRAY 


